BOOKWORMS BEYOND BORDERS....

Editorial

Stories do matter. Many stories matter. We chose this theme
as a gentle reminder that stories are the foundation of
library work, especially when held by everyone involved.
Stories will reflect themselves in our approach to our work,
our care for the collection, our harvesting of stories in many
forms and our interactions with our community in the
sharing of stories as we come together. In this first issue of
Bookworms Beyond Borders we are delighted to bring a
range of articles and activities that keep the story at the
center. In a world dominated by distance and mere
technological connections, we are committed to the story as
a single and most powerful act of our human experience.
Rebecca Solnit , a writer who defends democracy writes,
“Stories surround us like air; we breathe them in, we breathe
them out. The art of being fully conscious in personal life
means seeing the stories and becoming their teller, rather
than letting them be the unseen forces that tell you what to
do”. We hope in the diverse sharing that this newsletter
attempts, we give voice to the stories beneath the stories
and around the stories remembering that many stories
matter.

Sujata Noronha (Bookworm, Goa)
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Stories Matter

We all take stories for granted. We listen to stories even before we understand words, and we tell stories as soon as we learn to
speak. Stories are all around us - in books, films, art, music, dance.. And now with a click, tap or swipe we read, create and
exchange stories.

But | stopped taking stories for granted when we started publishing children’s books. Our vision was to create books that are
contemporary and inclusive, reflecting a diverse and plural culture in every respect. Children’s books have always mirrored a
culture, and children reading them grow up with a sense of self embedded in that culture. We all know that early images that come
to us through stories, stay with us well into our adult lives. So the stories we tell through our books matter. The best authors and
illustrators are drawn by the possibilities of offering a better world to children through their stories - stories about kindness and
friendship or loss and loneliness, about sameness and differences, about caring for the environment ... through fantasy, folk tales,
fables, poetry..They could be funny, silly or serious and contemplative. But above all they have to be good stories, imaginatively
told. These are the ones that nourish and enrich young minds, and sometimes affect them deeply.

The Mountain that Loved a Bird by Alice McLerran (2012), for example, transformed a little boy in a small town in Kerala. The book
is about a barren mountain which is visited one year by a little bird called Joy. The lonely mountain asks the bird to stay. Joy
cannot stay, but she promises to come back every spring. She brings a seed the next time she comes and drops it on the mountain
side. She returns each spring with seeds and over time, the mountain grows green and lush and many plants and animals flourish
there.

The little boy in Kerala used to be a bully. The other children in his class were afraid of him and kept away. One day the children
came to the teacher. They were very agitated, some were crying. They said that the bully had climbed a tree and knocked down a
bird’s nest with eggs in it and all the eggs had broken. The teacher didn’t say anything to the boy, but at the end of the day, she
called him aside and gave him a book from the class library - the Malayalam translation of The Mountain that Loved a Bird. The
boy took it home. He kept it with him for many days. Soon, everyone noticed a remarkable change in him. He no longer bullied the
other children, and he was gentler with everyone - especially with the animals and birds! This account appeared in a magazine,
narrated by the teacher herself and is a remarkable example of how impressionable children are in their responses to stories. The
early stories they grow up with really do matter.

It is also important is to offer children different kinds of stories. Reading and listening to those within their own comfort zones is
very limiting. We need diverse stories, what the Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe calls “a balance of stories.” Such stories offer the
possibility of helping young readers extend their ideas and sympathies beyond their own circumstances. Today, more than ever
before, we are all well aware of what happens when we are bombarded with one kind of narrative every day - ‘the danger of a
single story’ as Chimamanda Adichie so famously put it. Stories are being used to dispossess and malign people, to destroy their
dignity and to create divisions where none existed. The only way we can counter this is to be discerning and critical about the kinds
of narratives we accept and reject. Growing up with diverse stories empowers us to do this. Will such stories in books help children
be more empathetic in their dealings with each other? And will such children create a better future? We don’t know. Any influence
that stories and books have may be small, rather than world changing. This is a matter of hope, not expectation.

Stories matter because they offer hope.
Radhika Menon (Tulika Books, Chennai)

Boolk Review

M I C HAE L Set in a time and place where war infringes on a small village, the story is narrated as a first person
account by young Tomas Perec. Tomas never liked to go to school, or to read, or to listen to stories. Until
MORPURGO a time when, encouraged by his mother to visit the library, he meets a beautiful unicorn, seated on whom
J Believe i [ nicorns is the Librarian and she is narrating a story to all the children huddled around. As Tomas enters this circle
of listeners, he falls under the spell of the story, the comfort in listening to someone tell a story, and the
magic of this moment. From that time on, Tomas and his friends run to the library every day to listen to
the 'unicorn lady'. However, there soon comes the day when war drops down on their valley. As bombs
fall, and fire rages across the village, Tomas joins his father and the unicorn lady in attempting to rescue
the books from the flames ravaging the library. Will they manage to save the books? And what happens
to the Library’s unicorn? The text is interspersed with beautiful watercolors and detailed black and white
sketches that bring alive key moments in the story, and add to the experience of this gentle narrative. For
me | Believe in Unicorns reaffirmed faith in the act of telling and listening to stories, the magic of libraries
: and the transformative power of stories. It made me believe that good stories can change lives, and that
| Believe in Unicorns is more hopeful than anything else | can think of.
By Michael Morpugo
lllustrator: Gary Blythe ~ As Tomas says "I believe in unicorns. | believe in them absolutely”. And | do too.
Publisher: Walker Books Anandita Rao (Bookworm, Goa)
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During the course of conducting the library programme and running
NEET’s Community library, there have been numerous instances where |
have found that stories leave an impact on the children that | work with.
The following incident is one such experience.

NEET’s library opened its doors after the five month lockdown period. The
children were back to the library. Alakesh and Saidul picked up two
different books to read. Alakesh brought a book to me and asked me to
do its read aloud. | was excited to see that he had picked up the book,
“The Why Why Girl” . | had brought this book when | had gone for the
Library workshop organised by Bookworm at Bangalore. Lockdown was
imposed after a few days of coming back, so | didn’t get a chance to do a
read aloud of this book with our children.

When | told them that name of the girl is Moina, they said, “Ma’am, we call
our babies as “Moina” in our house. | smiled and started the read aloud.
After some pages of the story, they started complaining. Alakesh, who
was listening attentively said, “Ma’am, why is she asking so many
question?” At this, | questioned him back, “Is it bad to question?” Saidul
commented, “My brother will pull my hair out, if | ask so many questions.”
Alakesh added, “Yes Ma’am, my mother scolds me if | ask her more than
two questions. She says little boys shouldn’t ask so many questions.” | said,
“Asking question is very important. If you have any question, you can ask
us.” | continued the story and after the session ended, they said, “We like
Moina but she has so many questions. Our parents do not allow us to
question. Moina’s family is very caring. | said, “Please continue to ask
questions. This is the only way to feed your curious mind. Even if you get
scolded at home, never stop questioning.”
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An integral part of engaging with a story is in the process of its internalization. Of how the
reader draws from the story to make a personal connect, that helps her/him navigate
through the various parallels, the memories and emotions it triggers and in the process,

somewhere, possibly heal-an old wound.

At the Buguri Community Library we work with several children from underserved

communities. Books and stories are not only a vital part of expanding their outer world, but
also their inner world. Stories have been used to help initiate and channelize discussions on
various subjects. Activities that involved art have helped express unexplainable emotions.

One such incident occurred during the read aloud of the book Mukand and Riaz written by Nina
Sabnani and published by Tulika Books. The book is set before partition, and is based on the
friendship between two boys. After the read aloud, the book triggered conversations on
friendships lost because of changing circumstances that are not under our control, and the
sadness and the grief that it brought. Children shared stories of friends that they left behind
behind when they moved towns, schools or homes. Slowly the conversation progressed to talking about those loved ones who we may
not see again, because they had left this world. We soon broke into the extension activity which was to write about or draw from

memory the person we missed the most. A, one of the participants drew the picture of two girls happily playing in a small garden. At

After the session got over, | started thinking, “Why do we stop

children from asking questions? Why do we silence them when they

ask us something? This harms children and stops them from questioning and imagining new things. If we try to answer them with
patience and provide a space where they can comfortably talk, they would be able to express themselves better.”

Reshma Ahmed (North East Educational Trust, Guwahati)

the end of the activity, | gently asked her about her drawing. She said that one of the girls was her, and the other is her sister. But her
only sister was sitting right besides her! Confused, | asked her again. She explained that she had drawn a picture of her unborn sister.
The one she lost her in her mother's womb. Later that day, | wondered about the power of stories again - of how it had helped A create
not only a space to talk about her grief, but also convert it to a happy memory, and pay homage to a sister she lost.

Lakshmi Karunakaran (Buguri, Bangalore)




Pedagogy

When we plan a trip we almost always know where we are going; our destination is clear. The library session plan could
greatly benefit from this kind of clarity.

Where do we want to land /reach on our journey with children / community and the library?

Arriving at this answer is not a simple process although it can be turned simplistic by responses like “inculcate the reading
habit“ or “have a vibrant library”. These may be a part of your vision, but a library session plan should be much smaller and
more concrete.

Some examples may be
1. Introduce children to a new collection of books
2. Link home stories with print stories
3. Experience the joy of a story shared by a story teller
4. Encourage borrowing of diverse books
5. Listen to some poems and respond to them

Write out your own destinalion fOr G SESSION NI 1 et
Just like a trip, you will then make a list of all the things you need to do to get to your destination. You may also talk to someone
else who has been there. You will read up about the place and experiences around it. You will also think about what limitations
and strengths you have that may enable you to get there. You will not forget to pack your camera/phone or ajournal to note
down your experiences and reflect on them. You will record your journey with multiple snap shots and conversations and while
on the trip you will remember to have fun and be open to new experiences that may emerge.

A'library session plan is no different. Try this planning sheet here and let us know if it works for you. We are keen to learn with
you because you are a part of our journey and if we take this trip together the scene at the end of it will be reading joy for

millions of children. < o

To-Do List
W hat: Think - Talk - Read D> Concerns/ Alm
How: Prepare - Lesson Limitations Evidence weeee> | \What do | want
Plan - Material Preparation Timing How will | know | am to achieve in
Do: Reflect Participants 5 this session?
' What will | do? P there-

Preparation
Record keeping

what do | need to What tools will | use?

Eg. Reflective journal/

prepare?
. what do | need to photographs / recording
> gather? for review / observer /
what else 2 > | observation schedule

Bingo: strike out the activities as you finish them!

Read a book | Recommended % \\/< Started | Read a N\
recommended a book to reading a library C)’O
by someone someone ﬁ@ new book newsletter
Q@ Planned a | Learnt —— - +f A library
library something new III‘ question | had
session | about libraries @ was answered
*
= ' _ R +
‘ Attended a | Shared your ® _ Re-reada | _ v ‘ s
[il Z%Z Bookworm library newsletter / \ /f—" favourite ) © ) 4 +
R program/webinar | with someone @ _é — story inspired f +*++ + ’

Send us an image of your completed Bingo sheet to win a prize for your library collection!

(O +9198232 22665

X mail@ bookwormgoa.in




Book Recommendations [/ eia TABIIRSY

The selections listed here are a personal recommendation by Nayan, a Library Educator and a practitioner at Bookworm.
Her selections are based on books that give her hope, bring a different perspective of looking at things and make her think about the
reality of society and her own actions.

Nabiya

Author: Chatura Rao Language: Hindi, English, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu,
Illustrator: Ruchi Mhasane Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali, Malayalam
Publisher: Tulika Books Price: 3150/-

About the Book:

Nabiya and her family share a small room on the first floor of a house. Nabiya loves football and stories, but
she struggles to read and write. However, the thoughtfulness and kindness of her teacher, and Nabiya’s own
eagerness and determination bring Nabiya into the world of stories and books.

Pongal

T

ICCHCIE ] UehIRTeh:  HERMH
RFhR: e gelh I I FE)

et 3 a2 & o o

QRURT & AR AGHTHT 370+ &7Aar & 3ifdeh W &l A 37U+ Aifeldh & Fgl UliTel R o ST 8 | I7ch URaR &
U e & @ & g waf wie 981 81 37h! [ el TeTd gU, ST Toh el IRURT R el I3TdT 81 T
3MUeh! A7TaT ¢ fob ATeaTHt @ 39T uRaR 31« off 59 URURT &l UTel et ?

Guthli Has Wings

Author & lllustrator: Kanak Shashi  Language: English
Publisher: Tulika Books Price: $165/-

About the Book:

Guthli is everyone’s favourite — a happy child who likes to draw fairies, swing and cycle. But then one day she
is told not to wear her sister’s frilly frock that she loves. Why has Guthli been asked not to wear a frock? Who is
Guthli ?

Panchhi Pyara

% S wrr
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Ju's Story
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Author: Paul Zacharia Publisher: Tulika Books

Illustrator: Asma Menon Language: Hindi, English, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati, Bengali

Price: ¥150/-

About the Book:

Ju is a story that reminds us about first experiences that can be powerful, whether new or old. Ju’s thoughts
carry her through the summer days of preparing for a new school year, getting new books and new clothes,
and a new experience with a letter.
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What book is for whom? [
The best way to understand this, is to read the book and think about N\ ’————— - i +

who or whom it may best suit. What age is the topic/idea of the book
addressing - may be a helpful guide.
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How to select a book for a session?
Listen to the children you intend to work with. Ask them what they may like to begin with. Open out the question in different ways so that
you are able to get some insight into their requests and then begin. If in doubt, use the helpline for a real time conversation with us.
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If children can't read should they still come to the library?

YES. The library is the place where many children become readers. '/‘
So think of how you will create an atmosphere and design
activities for non readers at the start of their journey.
Everyone is welcome in the library. + [ i
+
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Should libraries be silent spaces?

If we accept that reading is not just decoding ,but also talking, thinking aloud and silently , writing and other forms of expression and
understanding, then libraries cannot be silent spaces. If possible every library should have a quiet reading corner because those
conditions are needed as well for independent reading.
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Library Helpline Library Resources Portal
For your library queries & To sign up for this newsletter or
shelf help questions, call: to contribute articles, mail us at:
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